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Could dancing take a turn on the timetable?
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Arts Correspondent

Ithas been woven into the cul-
tural fabric of the nation since
the18th century but has fallen
out of fashion

Now a new campaign is
being launched to transform
the fortunes of Scottish coun-
try dancing by ensuring it is
partoftheschool curriculum

The Royal Scottish Coun-
try Dance Society (RSCDS).
which is leading efforts to
secure the future of a once-
thriving scene, has admitted
itwill need to changeitsimage
tosurvive.

And the body, which was
formed in 1923 to try to pre-
serve Scottish country danc-
ing. believes future genera-
tions of school pupils hold the
key.
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applying for accreditation to
teach for themselves”
The RSCDS has admitted

perceptions” and is at risk of
dying out without a "vibrant
community of participants”
coming through in future.

It is developing new dances
“writtenbyand for young peo-
ple.” staging dedicated events
for young dancers and trying
to build stronger links with
the thriving traditional music
scene and events like Celtic
Connections.

Blurring of traditional
boundaries between formal
country dance eventsand cei-
lidhs, which are still huge-
Iy popular among many stu-
dentsand intraditional music
circles, isalso seen as key.

Helen Russell, the RSCDS
chair elect, added: “Scottish
country dancing goes hand in

hand with traditional music.
As the music evolves and
develops, so does the form of
dance. There is now a much
wider range of both modern
compositionsand musicfrom
other disciplines coming into
Scottish countrydanceand we
appreciatetheinvolvementof
goodyoung musiciansiskeyto
this. We want young peopie to
enjoy and engage in the danc-
ing and music. and to cherish
both for future generations.”

Mairi Campbell, instrumen-
talist of the year at the 2015
Scots Trad Music Awards, said:
“Young people love the feeling
ofbeingconnectedto theircul-
ture, these dances, knowing
that they have beenaround for
alongtime. The RSCDShasan
importantroletobekeepersof
this beautiful form and frame-
work of interaction.”

Simon Theumire, founder
of the awards, said: “"Coun-
try dancing is such a world-
wide brand for Scotland and
the society has done so much
to take it to new audiences
over the years. I think coun-
try dancing now pretty much
goes hand in hand with the cei-
lidh scene here.”
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