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OM m«y olalia to d«t«rinine tb« origin of & danoo Ity it» oharactoridtics 
6M th« Bta^ority of llatioiuA danooa oro diiaraetorifltie of th« tanmmv of liv* 
iag ttto* at th« tlioo of th«iy inc«ptioti« Thin of course e a n m t apply to 
prosont dajT daneos aa they are cosiaopolitan« 

To support t M s olaini I shall give a few examples, the first our 
own ^3word Dances - up to ahout 18o years ago the majority of our i eople 
li^ed "by the sword; w© Imd the liorder neiTers #io raided the north of ring-
land for oattlOf i» warlike attire* and at tlte saioe tirae the Highlajrider?* ^ 

/ raidlta^ eaeh other and also the i n l a n d s * *uaother example hut of a cio3̂ e 
peaceful nature is the avedish dance called the 'Hoiaeepun*, and if u;^ in«» 
foriiaation is ofrreet i«e« that practically OTory household has a hand loom 
hy means of which the iiwedish housewife weaTss a great aisouist of her house
hold fahrisst it is not surprising then that a dance of this nature is pop
ular in that country, frozn these examples one can see how the dances 
e^ol'awl. 

^dop^ed Daao<ji|i --^ 
i.y opening stateiaent in this lecture /as *One loay claii?; to determine the 

origin of a dance hy its dmracteristios* ; well I viiAi to amend that to 
read "that one ean -very near deterntine the country of its origin hy the 
oharaoteristios of the dance* as for exanple- when I attended the Girl 
Guide International Oanoing Festival held in London in .uly 1933 X saw the 
Belgian Tsaia performing a dance which 1 am very sorry to say the narae of »#« 
vhioh has escaped say laeaory* hut from a desoription of ths danee I think " 
ry point will he clearly followed* 

hslls were fastened* They wore ^rery tall hats which at first appearance ^ 
looked like large houquets of white (^rysanthetnum Inat were really large 
ostrich feathers* To oora^Jlete the outfit the perfon era carried a basket con
taining paper halls* The danoers scored around the sts^e in file» with a snake 
like moTeisent to the aoooapai4mer«t of a Tom-Tom and whistle reminding one of 
sna'ce Qharming* Vhe paper balls were thrown to the audience* J«w what do we 
make out of this, here ^ Tmrt a d^ioe ^ i o h is mainly connected with snakes 
so w e decide that it o a n m t be a Belgiaji danou* in fact not etren a .uropean 
one* ell the history is as follows:- .hen BelgiuiR was part of the b̂ aiiifsii,___̂  
iSz^pire, an aaaual festiTal was held,to oonraeioorate the conquest of Lwxxrstrf" -
i ^ r e all the ^jobl«3ien dressed up in the Aztec costume and performed the 
'walk* or dance* i f one reads the history of the conquest of < exico by the 
apaoiards it will be d e a r l y seen that this danoe is absolutely Azteo* e 
read of the 'Jflumed auard or iriu^sd Serpent* we also read of the refined 
torture where a prisoner is placed, ina daxk cell with a snake vrhoee fangs 
have already been re2K>Ted, but has a bi^l attaohed to its neck, the wretchiSr^\ 
prisoner is lying bound awaiting* the death puiicture by the ena^ce v/hich is 
of t^urse hana(les3, he hears this bell here and there ii^kinig hira moxm^wxr^^-
stricksn every second until eTe»^^«uaiy he goes off his head* 

Before attending the festi^Tsl 1 was inforraed by an /oaerican lady that 1 
would probably see a > e r y marked reswablanoe to Scottish i oik Dancing in some 
of the iiioerican danoes} l believe that the Virginny Reel was one she oisutlonei-
unfortunately the u»S*A» danoess^vere unable to attend* Here again we hQ̂e a 
;>ational dance which has been ad'tin^ed* This reserablanoe can be traced to the 
faot that after the M 6 rising a great number of Jaeobites were transported 
to the iouthern >itates of i'^erie^jtto w o i ^ on the cotton fields) then e part 
of the British l ^ i r e * the CoTsi^^tsrs were also transported in batches so 
they also woulvi ksep up the oust^ras which would be handed down through the 
generations to ceiae* ^ X 



..ith roferotioo to tho rhytlum or tempo of the daiioea, l am oonriuoitd 
that this has teeu dst«mi»o<i by the ollioatlc oonditiona of the country, 
aa for example where the cXintate i s eold we ha-ro good a^esd such as we 
for our own dances* Then as a oontrsst we ha7« the slow sleepy lango from 
•Hunny Jpain* i&ere i t i s the oustoffi owing to the lieat to have a ^d -day 
s iesta usual iu hot couiitries* 
Origin of the Jcottish Dancet̂  

Very Ti t t leIwithentic information i s available to-day on tho origin, 
of the majority of our daiioes, ^ I s l ^ j ^ inforination giren below although 
of a tradit ional nature. can îoD, ^p»^J:ar froin the truth* lurther, eoine of 
thm zaay not be absolutely "^ioottiafo" as for instanoe, the f i r s t tim I 
eirer saw *3ttlp the aillow* danoed was i n a s m l l vdltahire vil lage* The 

* mowers of idinburgh* and several otlier well icnown vioottish Country Dances 
are oosason i n the oountltee of Dorthumberland and Cunberland* This wns^^J>9^ 
due to the proxiisity of these oomities to the i^oottish Border and a^aHrtT' 
tsay be due to the faot that at one t i m these oounties alonis with the >JcoW 
t l ^ Oountiea as far north as the ^ r t h were at one time a country i n ther-
iMlillves eelled i^rthunbria* xt i s possible of course that soiae of these 
diusoes xmy have originated in the South and spread northwards and f i n a l l y 
disappfft^ed from the south of iSngland the new oonquerors eacdhi bringinn^ the: 
own dances with then* but that i s goiiig back too far* aiie true solution i s 
the nsarness of these oounties to dootland.as I am positive that they are 
of Soottish origin beeause of the fact that the baeio stc^s and iso^eii^n 

therefore i am of thi^ f^piiiion fisd Jootlahd has the j^riolr ^a im* 
Highland '^mmiim « — . — - General i^tes 

<;ith the exception of the HighlaM iichottisohe they can a l l be aotul 
olassif ied a s ^msplay ^ e « » * * X ii(iis].ttde the I\»urseiD« sod Eifi}itsorae ui 
t h i s c lass , although both are f i r s t and foremost Cofiamunity or Ball-room r 
dances* Possibly a l l the Highland dances in their original form were of 
s i B ^ l e nature but ha7e sinoe dereloped into the intr icate forra as now : 
danoed by the *]|rofes8iOBSls*i by that I mean that OBly those who ha'^e^^ 
a speoial course i u Highland daiicing can hope to perforn thou correctly, 
md only the esqpert to do them accurately* Tâ ce as the f i r s t exasople 
nmean tTrftftbihas* (ohabby trews o r itioddy bresks) as now danoed i t i s the 
ruvf\ graoeful of a l l the Hi^^and dances besides hming tho acid test for 
I!igi;l,and s3aaelng* i n i t s o r i ^ s a i form i t was zaeant to symbolise a pro
t e s t g a i n s t the baariing of the k i l t by law after the US risiu^s - the 
trewss b^itugnrediouled i n the performance* * i t h reference to the Heels 
inent iQH^ abô ê « how itiany of the people one sees ta3£inî  part i n a r e e l , 
ha^e oTen/pii elementary knowlê dge of what they a re tryiijig t o do* iNsdiaii^-
they are pro^>a«>ly Oigoying thtJhisl-Tea, but Ball-rooia etiquette deinands 
mv» than thM^ - one should be able to enjoy oneself without interfurring 
with the enjoysient of the other danoers i n the set by bumping and l a s t l y 
hut lMi% by no mm& l east , by i^ing rude* 1 wish to stress th is l a s t ^oi^ii 
^fid gi '^e as an &->$44â ie the de^rti^ent of a good Highl&nd dancer • he i e 
gr-ioa f i a with abak>doa but the ''kbandonmont i s of a disciplined kind* 15ow 
0itm does one see î mdlea thrc M their l e g s up l i k e g i r l s i n the chorus, 
e i i i at the s&m tirie'^tteaasttii i^o clsj? their hands below the l e g raised 
mid tbe ^ n t l e r a a i i outil^ng an /ard figure by trying to iirjitate > anaire or: 
«i>3ie i'uch r«-ptlie uixm iJoing • * <:<û  the * figure of eig^f* • I»̂ -tay goiJA*'* 



-•otea Qit t l i e O r i c l n of H i g J i l a n d D a n c i n g — ;jhe«t 

f i g u r e p u r p o s e l y , a a t h e r e w o u l d bo no f i g u r e i f t h e d a u c t - r e 
a b l e t o do t h i s p a r t o f t h e d a n c e , d i d n o t k e e p o u t o f the way © f t h e s e 
a o r o b a t e * 

I s h a l l noisr g i v e some p o i t i h a o f c o w t r o ' ^ e r s i a l i i a t u r e : 
o f f i e i a l a t a n < i l i « i r i a t i r i g c o r * # e t i t i o n at ^ l e h 1 w a s p r e o e a t ga-re h i e 

d e c i s i o n a g a i n s t t h e t e a t a a vtho u s e d t h e i r i a n d a w h e n d a j j o i n t i t h e r e e l , 
" i s e x p l a n a t i o n waa t h a t t h e y s h o u l d n o t be u s e d a s i t i s oi^ay a t H l g 3 b l a n d 
O a t h e r i i i 4 i 9 t h a t t h e y s h o u l d b e . u s e d , J P e r s o n a l l y 1 do i»ot s ^ r o c - , as I t ^ i l u k 
t h a t i t i a a ^ a i n ^ o i i i g t o o f a r by h a ^ i a ^ om k i n d of i t a n d a r d f o r Hl.g^;^4?d 
G a t h e r i n g s a i ) d a n o t h e r f o r o t h e r o o a a s i o n s , i o s a i b l y h e xmy haTe s i^ant t o " 
d i f f e r e n t i a t e b e t w e e n C o u n t r y i > a n o i n s a n d H i g h l a n d l l ^ o l n g * w h i l s t 1 am _ 
o n t h e s u b j e c t o f h a n d s , I stay a s w e l l fcii^e nay own p e r s o n a l " r l e w s o n t h e ^ " ^ 
m a t t e r a n d t h a t i s ' I do n o t ^ r e e w i t h l a d i e s h o l d i n g t h e i r h a n d s u p a b 
o v e t h e i r h e a d s I n t h e same ssanner a s t h e g e n t l e m e n ; t^mt i e s y x o b o l i c o f 
t h e t i t a n s * a n t l e r s , b u t s h o u l i h a v e t h e i a a k i m b o o r h o l d i n g the f o l d s o f 
s k i r t a e f o r g i v i n g a c u r t s y . J f ^ t e s i e o o i ^ e t i t i w i a t H i g h l a n d G a t h e r i n g a 
o r s u c h l i k e o o i ^ e t i t i o n a w o u l d o f c o u r s e b e e x p e c t e d t o h o l d up t h e hpM.» 
f o r s t a n d a r d i s a t i o n p u r p o s e s a i id o f c o u r s e t h e y a r e s u i t a b l y dreaeed '^^^- '*—-
s o * J u s t p i c t u r e l a d i e s w i t h l o f J g d r e i s e s t r y i n g t o u s e t h e i r h a n d a i i J 
a n t l e r s , i d i a t v o u l d be t h e r e s u l t , t o r n d r e s s e s o r s u d d e n a y m i n u s a f r c 
r e s i a t i i i g i n a v e r y h u r r i e d d a a h f o r the l a d i e s cloalc<*room» 

A n o t h e r p o i n t o n i i d i i o h the i^e s e e m s t o b e a d l f f e r e n o e o f o p i n i o n i s 
• H o o c h i n g * - I h e a r d t h i s beings d e s c r i b e d a s a n i n v e n t i o n o f B n g l i s h ' Q f 
f l e e r s s t a t i o n e d a t i ^ d i n b u r i i h C a s t l e * why b l a m e Army O f f i c e r s o r G e n e r 
f o r t h i s , 1 thiia t h e y g e t b l e x i e d f o r e n o u i ^ "^^^y^l^^^ addvofl^ any mre^. 

B s o r e ^ a t u r s t l '32*^x1 one in d a n c i n g m'''W^.^^^r;)aa^^^^k^^ 

saine when y o u a t t e n d a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l !f^*gge? l a t e * i f S o ^ l a M s c o t e s , ' X 
a d i a l t i t may n o t a p p e a r a t f i r s t g l a n c e t o be mvy d i S i i l f l e c ? , b u t e a c h o f 
t h e d a n c e s a r e d i f f e r e n t l y e x p r e s s e d , f o r i n s t a n c e i n a d a n o e o f t h e c e r 
e m o n i a l t y p e t h e a t m o s p h e r e w o u l d b e s p o i l t i f t h e d a n c e r h o o c h e d , b u t i n 
ft dsuooe o f v i c t o r y *^«>^»JSJG». . o n 

LOW f ^ r a f a r t h e r p o i n t - C l a p p l c g t h e h a f i d s : 1 m n o w / r a t h e r d a n g e r 
o u s g r o i a i d b u t 1 &ia o u t t o t r y to g i v e the o r i g i n o f e ? e r y t h i » i g r e l a t i i i g 
t o H i g h l a n d d m n o l a g , I t a k e t h e v i e w t h a t i t w o u l d rfet be o u t o f p l a c e f o r 
o n e t o k e e p t i m e b y a e a n s e f e l a p p l x i g i a t h e * H e e i o* Tullo<fti» b u t © s a r * * - ^ 
s e e a n y n e c e s s i t y f o r I t I n t h e o t h e r danoep ;^ , ' y r e a s o n f o r s e e i n f 
J e c t l o n i n t h i s d a n c e , 1 h o p e t o ffia3ce c l e a r i n d e s c r i b i n g t h i s dmt 

l l y l a s t p o i n t » o y n o o p s t i o a o f xlgrfchm- t h i s a c c e n t u a t i o n o f c 
b e a t s ^ e n c u t t i n g t h e f l g u r t ^ f e i ^ t , I s deu»e t o g i v e t l i e denoe 
a p p e a r a r i c e o f l i g h t n e s s « n d g W c j e f u l n e s s , b u t i s condemned by o t h ' 
ityi I n c o r r e e t a s t h e y m a i n t a i n t h a t t h e d&noiSte^OBtup t h e i r s t a t e 
a n o e s • h e r e a g a i n I r e m i n d one t l i a t 1% ^.s ^ ^ a o f c . ^^o^ t h a t i s 
p e r f o r o e d and n o t om o f a c e r e s t j o n i a l s t a t e l y n a t u r e . 
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