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WHY is traditional dance in

Scotland important?
When she was a child at
Glamis Castle, the Queen

Mother was taught Scottish
dancing by James Neill of For-
far. She shared that experi-
ence with hundreds of young
folk from castle to cottar
house throughout Angus and
Perthshire, where “Dancie”
Neill taught. Learning to
dance Scotland’s traditional
dances was a part of every-
one’s education.

Today, there is a danger that
these traditions will be grad-
ually lost if they are not passed
on to our children.

This is one of the main con-
cerns of the Scottish Tradi-
tions of Dance Trust, estab-
lished in November 1995.

The foundation followed a
series of Scottish Arts Council
consultations held through-
out Scotland, which highlight-
ed the need for an organisa-
tion to promote and research
all of the traditions.

In Scotland, at the start of
the new millennium, there are
many distinct traditions of

ove

dancing - these include
ceilidh, country, early, He-
bridean, Highland, ladies’
step, military, old time,
Orkney, Shetland and step.

These traditions are an in-
tegral part of Scotland’s cul-
tural heritage, but are so often
taken for granted. Why should
these traditions of dance be
valued?

At a social level, dance has
an important role to play in
that it helps bring communi-
ties together. This is particu-
larly important at a time
when community spirit and
identity throughout the
world are being eroded by the
effects of mass media.

As more people spend
leisure time at their home PC,
itis good to remember that we
can still communicate face-to-
face.

Dance is not only enjoyable,
it’s also good for you. Encour-
aging the younger generation
to dance their native dances
has been very successful, and
has proved to the trust that
there is a definite and growing
interest in our dance tradi-
tions.
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