


j village of Blackburn, West Lothian. Having started on 
I the mouth organ as a boy he became well Known 
as Scotland's premiere melodeon player by the end 
of the First World War, during which he served in the 
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders. 

5n7ortunateiy, due to the passage of time we have very little information 
about his life, but his reputation as a popular bandleader in the 1920s and 
jrolific recording artist for companies like Parlophone and Columbia is 
jeyond doubt. Hannah was citeci by immy Shand in his autobiography 

as a major influence on him, via the Hannah tutor book & tune collection 
which was first published in 1925. 

He worked as Head Postman at Bathgate Post Office and served again in 
World War II as a Lieutenant in the Home Guard, on one occasion bravely 
disposing of a live grenade and saving the lives of several people. He was 
later injured by a bomb and subsequently awarded the M.B.E. in 1944. 
He had three sons, John, William (jnr) who also played accordion, Len 
and, according to the account below, at least one daughter. 

His role in the development of the modern accordion was an important 
one. By expanding the simple tonic/dominant basses on earlier melodeons;, 
used by brothers, Daniel and Peter Wyper from Hamilton, South Lanarkshire 
to an Italian-style "chromatic accordion" with 8 (diatonic) basses plus a 
hybrid instrument, with a melodeon-style treble end with exposed pallets 
and a 24-button piano accordion-style bass end 

The latter was developed and marketed by A.H. Wilkinson & Co. Ltd of 
Glasgow, under their "Wilkinson's Excelsior" brand and featured in 
Wilkinson's Accordion Tutor for 19 and 21 key Chromatic Melodeons 
(Glasgow, 1926). 

B y t h i s t i m e W i l l i a m H a n n a h w a s " S c o d a n d ' s p r e m i e r a c c o r d i o n i s t " w h o s e s ig­
n a t u r e i n s t r u m e n t d e s c r i b e d as t h e " H a n n a h M o d e l " ( o n e o f w h i c h w a s r e s t o r e d 
by T h e o G i b b a n d used o n t h i s r e c o r d i n g ) has t w o r o w s of b u t t o n s o n the t r e b l e 
s ide . T h e o u t e r r o w of the m e l o d y keys c o n t a i n s the t o n e s of " B " m a j o r , the i n n e r 
r o w those of " C " m a j o r ; so a l l notes o f the c h r o m a t i c scale c a n be p l a y e d o n these 
i n s t r u m e n t s . T h i s w a s the f o u n d a t i o n o f j i m m y S h a n d ' s d e v e l o p m e n t o f the 
H o h n e r O r g a n o l a B/C i n the 1930s a n d h i s " S h a n d M o r i n o " B/C/C# b u t t o n a c c o r d i o n 
o f the 1950s as w e l l as t h e B/C b u t t o n a c c o r d i o n s w h i c h b e c a m e , a n d r e m a i n s , 
h i g h l y p o p u l a r i n the I r i s h t r a d i t i o n . 

H a n n a h w a s o n e o f t h e f ines t m e l o d e o n p l a y e r s o f h i s e r a w i t h a b a n d to r i v a l t h a t 
o f h i s grea t c o n t e m p o r a r i e s . P r e s e n t day East W h i t b u r n based b a n d leader D i c k 
B l a c k ( n o w 8 4 ) w r i t e s : " M y f a t h e r s tayed n e x t d o o r to W i l l at K n o w e h e a d Cottages , 
B l a c k b u r n . As m y f a t h e r a n d h i s b r o t h e r s a l l p l a y e d W i l k i n s o n E x c e l s i o r m e l o d e o n s 
w h i c h H a n n a h h i m s e l f p l a y e d a n d e n d o r s e d , y o u w i l l a p p r e c i a t e t h a t W i l l w a s the 
l o c a l h e r o a n d m u c h r e s p e c t e d . I used to be v i s i t e d by h i s s o n J o h n , w h o at t h a t 
t i m e w a s c o m i n g u p to W h i t b u r n w e e k l y to v i s i t a n i n v a l i d s ister . H e u s e d to te l l 
m e a b o u t h i s fa ther a n d the e x p l o i t s o f the b a n d . O n e o f h i s m e m o r i e s w a s w h e n 
W i l l w a s a s k e d to go d o w n to L o n d o n a n d r e c o r d for P a r l o p h o n e . He m a d e the 
j o u r n e y by m o t o r c y c l e w i t h the m e l o d e o n o n h i s back . O n a n o t h e r o c c a s i o n the 

i r e c o r d i n g c o m p a n y s u p p l i e d a d r u m m e r a n d p i a n i s t , w h o a l t h o u g h t a l e n t e d 
I m u s i c i a n s , h a d n o idea of Sco t t i sh D a n c e M u s i c t e m p o s a n d t h e e n d r e s u l t d i d n ' t 

p lease h i m i n the least . I s t i l l r e m e m b e r m y o w n f a t h e r s a y i n g 'No-one has the 
' l i f t o ' W i l l i e H a n n a h ' " . 

W i l l i a m H a n n a h d i e d i n C a r r o n , S t i r l i n g s h i r e at t h e age o f 70, o n I 6 t h M a r c h 1961. 



Tribute To William Hannah 
Luke Daniels 

1. Lightsome Reels 
Unknown/ I he I ail Maid ol I'oi th/ Rachai' l Rae/ My Love She's But a Lassie Yet 
Koxbn iyh Castle/ East Neuko l File/ Tho l)i u inmei / Hey Johnnie Cope 

2. jigs 
liorniio Diindeo/ Wi' a Hundiod Pipers an' a' an' a' 
K o i k a n d WeePkk leTow/ Kinloch ol Kinloth 

3. Inverness Gathering 
Inverness Gal h f i ing / 7'Khs la iewel l to Gibral tar / ( | ig) l ' lbroth o Donald Uhu 

4. Waltzes 
I ee/ie Lindsay/ Ho Ro My Nut Brown Maiden/ Skye Boat Song 

5. Schottische 
1 he Gordon 

6. HighlandSjfReels 
Duncan Davidson/ Soldiei s joy/ Loid ly i iedoch/1 airy Dance 

7. Dashing White Sergeant Y 
Dashing White Seigeant/ ( j ig) Kenniuie's on and Awa' \ 
( j ig) 1 heMi ick i i i O'Geordle'sByre \ 

8. Waltzes 
I heAu ld Hix)se( ln t io ) / 

9. Reels 
fntTTi I L J11 •Til,'**-


