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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE TO MEMBERS 

 

Greetings Members    

Recently I sent out an email to you reflecting on the RUOK Day.  While this is not meant to be a philosophical message, it 

does bring to mind the saying by John Donne: 

“That no man is an island entire of itself, every man is a piece of the continent, a part of the main”.  In lots of ways we 

depend on each other for a host of reasons:  friendship, comfort, support and help when we need it the most. 

Like our individual dance classes we rely, without really acknowledging or realising it, on dancers that often attend other 

dance nights elsewhere.  In this way we are dependent on each other for support. 

Without this interchange some classes would struggle to survive.  It is lovely to see dancers attending other classes 

making new friends, renewing an acquaintance and joining in the activities and sometimes displays of that class. 

We can only grow when friendship, helpfulness, courtesy and consideration for each other flourishes.  Our attitude 

reflects on new comers.  If they see happiness and friendship they are more likely to stay and feel welcomed.  I must 

admit that I see a lot more happiness and connectivity now than I have for a long time. 

Keep up the good work everyone as we depend on each other for support. 

We all have differing attitudes, ideas and perspectives on dancing but in the overall picture we need each other. 

Heather Heron - Chairman 

PS  John Donne was a poet, cleric, well known Preacher in his time as Dean of St Paul’s London from 1621. 
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YOUR BRANCH COMMITTEE FOR 2019 - 2020 

 

 
     
 

In this issue of The Ramble, you’ll notice the addition of “Dance Backgrounds”, 
hopefully a regular feature, showcasing the backgrounds of our dances. If 
you’d like to investigate a favourite dance, just email the editors with some 
details. 
 
 “The Little Ramble Shop” also makes its first appearance in this issue, where it 
is hoped that Scottish items may be advertised for sale in our dancing 

community. Often, avenues for selling such items is limited. Therefore, If you have items of a Scottish 
nature…kilts, skirts, brooches, etc, please send photos, contact details and a brief description (including price) of 
your item(s) to the editors, by the closing date(see above), to appear in the next issue. 
 
 Do you ever struggle with the words to Auld Lang Syne? With the season of closing socials upon us, we’ve 
provided the words (and movements) for you, so… Worry no more! 

 

 

Chairman Heather Heron 07 3266 9131 Please address all correspondence 
(other than newsletter items) to:  
 

                 The Secretary  
                 RSCDS QLD Branch  
                 PO Box 58,  
                 Kenmore, QLD, 4069 
 
Email:        queensland@rscds.org.au  
 
Website:    www.rscds.org.au 
 
Facebook: Scottish Country Dancing                                 
Queensland – RSCDS 

“Scottish Ramble” items to ALL 
Editorial Committee members 

 
Helen Draper 
helendraper@bigpond.com    and 

 
Fran Beausaert 
beausaer@tpg.com.au 
 
 
Closing date for the next Ramble is  

  17th December 2019 
 

Vice Chairman Judith Howlett 07 3208 1722 

Secretary Bryan Hacker 07 3374 1468 

Treasurer Connie Witt 0431 015 269 

Membership Secretary Connie Witt 0431 015 269 

Events Coordinator Trevor Baque 07 3379 6200 

Committee Members Cathy McLeod 07 3288 2248 

 Fran Beausaert 0411 523 316 

 Lyn Freshwater 0457 243 388 

 
Please note the contact details of                                        

the new Events Co-ordinator (Trevor Baque)    
Trevor will be handling all Qld Branch events.     
Please send your enquiries to him: 

 

0733796200 or 
email: tlbaque@bigpond.net.au 
 

New Memberships & Subscription Renewals to: 
 
       Connie Witt   email:  qldmembers@rscds.org.au,  
  or:      PO Box 58, Kenmore, Qld 4069 

mailto:queensland@rscds.org.au
http://www.rscds.org.au/
mailto:helendraper@bigpond.com
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Dates 

 
 
Times 

 
 
Event 

 
 
Location 

 
Classes (See details further into this Ramble) 
 
 

October    

Thursday 

10th Oct 
7:30 – 9:30 pm Gap Dancers 

Social 
 

Uniting Church Hall 
Glory St. Ashgrove 

November    

Saturday 
2nd Nov 

6 for 7-10 pm Gold Coast 
Summer Ball 

 

Maher Hall, 
Matilda Street, Burleigh Heads 

Saturday 
23rd  Nov 

7pm for  
7:30 -10:30pm 

St Andrew’s 
Closing Social 

The Newmarket (Community Hall), 
212 Ashgrove Ave, Newmarket 
 

December    

Thursday 

5th Dec 

 

10-12:30pm Graceville 
Christmas Party 

St John’s Church Hall, 
California Rd, Oxley 

Friday 
6th Dec 

7.30 -9.30pm Graceville               
 Evening class 

Christmas Party 
 

St John’s Church Hall, 
California Rd, Oxley 

Saturday 
7th Dec 
 

7:00 pm 
 

Maleny 
Christmas Social 

RSL Hall 
Bunya St Maleny 

Sunday 

8Th Dec   
 

TBA Gold Coast 
Christmas Party 

Robina Bowls Club 

Tuesday  
10th Dec 

TBA Bundy Scottish 
Dancers Mad Hatter 

Christmas Party 
 

Bundaberg Revival Fellowship Hall, 
26 Skyring Street, 
Bundaberg 

Thursday 
12th Dec 
 

7:30 – 9:30 pm Gap Dancers 
Closing social 

Uniting Church Hall 
Glory St. Ashgrove 

    
 
 

 
2020 
 
 

   

January    

Tuesday 
28th Jan 

 Bundy Scottish  
Dancers Resume 

Bundaberg Revival Fellowship Hall, 
26 Skyring Street, 
Bundaberg 
 
 
 
 
 

RSCDS QLD BRANCH and CLUB CALENDAR – 2019 



The Scottish Ramble September 2019 Page 4 

 
 

 
Dates 

 
Times 

 
Event 

 
Location 

February    

Friday           

14th Feb Frida 

7:30 – 9:30 pm Graceville 
Valentine’s Day Social 

St John’s Church Hall, 
California Rd, Oxley 

March    

Saturday 
28th  March 

Afternoon    
Time TBA 

Branch Opening 
Social 

St Philips Hall,  
Emperor Street, Annerley 

 
 
 
 

 
 

28.12.19 – 
05.01.20 

Summer school NZ 
Explore: 222019.dancescottish.org.nz 

Cambridge, New Zealand 

15.05.20- 
17.05.20 

Winter Ball Weekend for TASCAL’s 50th year… 
Sally Ord : 0413093490/ ord.sally@gmail.com 

Hobart, Tasmania 

27.09.20- 
14.10.20 

45th Australian 
Winter school 

Muresk College, Northam, WA 

May 2021 Trip to Bavaria Tour Germany 

 

RSCDS Queensland Branch has a Facebook group! 

 
It is called Scottish Country Dancing Queensland – RSCDS 
 
Please like and follow the page for information about past and 
upcoming events. 
If you have any photos of recent events you would like posted on 
the page, please email them to Fran Beausaert at 
beausaer@tpg.com.au with a short description. 
 
We look forward to connecting with you on this platform. 

RSCDS Queensland Branch 

also has a website 

 
V          If you want to see more pictures, 

download minicribs etc. related 
to Scottish Country Dancing in 
Queensland, Australia and 
beyond, you can also check our 
website at www.rscds.org.au and 
follow the links on the left-hand 
side to our Queensland Branch. 

More        More events to follow in future newsletters.   

                  Events further afield….. 

RSCDS QLD BRANCH and CLUB CALENDAR – 2020 cont…. 

mailto:beausaer@tpg.com.au
http://www.rscds.org.au/
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CLASSES AND CLUB CONTACTS 

 

Club Night Place Club Contact Phone 

Atherton Wednesday 
7:30pm 

St Joseph’s Church Hall Kylie Akers 0417007432 
pakers@bigpond.net.au 

Ballina, NSW Tuesday  
 4:00 – 6:00pm 

Presbyterian Church Hall, 
Crane Street, Ballina 

Elspeth Lacey 0416 150 150 

Bundaberg 
 
 

Tuesday 
Ladies Step 
Dance 6:30 to 
7:00pm 
Beginners SCD 
7:00-8:00pm, 
Intermediate/Adv 
SCD 8:00-9:00pm 

Bundaberg Revival 
Fellowship Hall, 
26 Skyring Street, 
Bundaberg 

Janet Oliver 07 41606157 or 
Mob 0407 034 241 
janet.bundyscd@interno

de.on.net 
 
Website: 
www.ja0392.wix.com/ 
bundy-scot-dancers 

Cleveland Friday 
7:30pm 

St James’ Anglican 
Church Hall, 
17 Station St,  
Wellington Point 

Ronda Ovenden 07 3207 7136     
Website: 
www.scdcleveland.  

weebly.com 

Gold Coast 
 

Thursday  
7:00pm 

Maher Hall, Matilda  

Street, Burleigh Heads 

Dorothy 
  Merriman 

07 5578 8497 
Mob 0409 285 080 

Graceville 
 

Friday 
7:30pm – 9:30 

St John’s Anglican 
Church Hall, 
California Rd, Oxley 

Helen Draper 07 3379 7141 

Graceville 
 

Thursday 
10:00am – 12:00 

St John’s Anglican  
Church Hall,  
California Rd, Oxley 

Helen Draper 07 3379 7141 

Gympie Wednesday  
7:00pm 

Nashville Scouts Complex, 
Bachelor Road, Gympie 

Kay Callen 
Ann Johnston 

07 5482 9414 
Mob 0407 242 677 
07 5482 1170 

Maleny Monday 
7:00 - 9:00pm 

Presbyterian Church Hall, 
Cedar St, Maleny 

Helen Jackson 
Linda Sharf 

0432 251 606         
0429 654 033 
lpscharf@tpg.com.au 

Maryborough Wednesday 
7:00pm 

Uniting Church Hall, 
Sussex St, Maryborough 

Margaret    
Johnston 

Email: 
maggeej@gmail.com 

Nambour Thursday  
7:00pm 

QCWA Hall, Short Street, 

Nambour 

Paula O’Shea 07 5476 4976 

Noosa U3A Monday  
9:00 - 11:0am 

Masonic Hall, 
Moorindil Street, Tewantin 

Joanne Kjorstad 07 5447 1938 

Northside Branch 
Class 

Wednesday 
7:30 - 9:30pm 
(NOT OCTOBER) 

Wonargo Revue Scout Hall, 
Flower St, Northgate 

Leslye Buchanan  
or Jim Walters  

0413 115 248 
 
07 3204 4444 

Pittsworth Every first & third 
Wednesday 
9:30am -12:00 

Masonic Hall  
45 Short St, Pittsworth 

Margie Bond 0429 700 217 

Schiehallion Monday 
7:00 - 9:00pm 

Uniting Church, 
Pope St, Tarragindi 

Paul Smith 
Denise Smith 

0410 588 281 
0439 270 191 

St Philips 
 

Tuesday 
7:30pm 

St Philips Hall,  
Emperor Street, Annerley 

Desley Butters-
Whitehouse 

07 3349 3006 

The Gap Thursday 
7:30-10:00pm 

Memorial Hall, Glory St, 

Ashgrove West 

Christine Warner  0415 856 532 
cywarner@gmail.com 
 

The Glen 
Caboolture U3A 

Tuesday  
6:30 - 8:30pm 
(School Terms) 

Memorial Hall (Supper Room) 
King St, Caboolture 

Bev Melville  
 

07 5432 4815  
Or text 0410 293 466 

Toowoomba Friday 
7:30pm 

Holy Trinity Church Hall, 
Cnr Hume & Potter Sts, 
Toowoomba 

Margaret Connell  07 4614 0423 
margaret_c@netspace. 
net,au 

Townsville Monday 
7:30-9:30pm 

The Upstairs Hall 
Suburban Bowling Club 
5 Carr Street 
Hermit Park   

Margaret Silke (T) 
Kay Winsor (S) 
 

07-4771 6115 
Mob: 0431434579 
07-47733482 
Mob: 0405193522 

Wellington Point 
U3A 

Monday 
1:00 - 3:00 pm 

St James Anglican Church 
Hall, Station Street, 
Wellington Point. 

Heather Heron 07 3266 9131 
0402 408 905 

mailto:janet.bundyscd@internode.on.net
mailto:janet.bundyscd@internode.on.net
http://www.ja0392.wix.com/
mailto:maggeej@gmail.com
mailto:cywarner@gmail.com
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Dates Times Event Location 

 
Classes 
 
Monday 

4th  March to  
2nd  December 
 

5.30 – 6:30pm Branch Beginner 
Class 
 

Communify Hall,  
10 Love St, Spring Hill 
Contact queensland@rscds.org.au 

Monday  
4th March to  
2nd  December 

6:45 – 7:45pm 
 

Branch 
Intermediate 
Class 
 

Communify Hall,  
10 Love St, Spring Hill 
Contact queensland@rscds.org.au 

Monday 
4th  March to 
2nd  December 
 

8:00 –9:00pm Branch  
Advanced Class 

Communify Hall,  
10 Love St, Spring Hill 
Contact queensland@rscds.org.au 

Wednesday 
27th February to 
27th  November 
(NOT OCTOBER) 
 

7.30 – 9.30pm 
 

Branch  
Northside  
Class 

Wonargo Revue Scout Hall,  
Flower St, Northgate,  
Lesley Buchanan 0413 115 248 
or Jim Walters 3204 4444 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Supplier Address Web address / email Phone 

 

PW Dance & 
Sportswear 

Unit 4/1326 Boundary Rd,  
Wacol  Qld 4076 

hazel@pwdancewear.com.au  07 3271 1935 

We stock Highland and Split Soles 

 

Sue’s Shop 
The Dance 
Wearhouse 

871 Old Cleveland Road, 
Carina  Qld 4152 

www.suesshop.com.au 
info@suesshop.com.au  

07 3398 5106 

Also 
Shop 5/112 Coonan Street, 
Indooroopilly  Qld 4068 

 07 3378 3502 

Shoes 

 

direct from 
Scotland  https://www.jamessenior.co.uk/ 

or https://mcphees.co.nz /  

DANCE SHOES ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE FOLLOWING OUTLETS: 

mailto:queensland@rscds.org.au
mailto:queensland@rscds.org.au
mailto:queensland@rscds.org.au
mailto:hazel@pwdancewear.com.au
http://www.suesshop.com.au/
mailto:info@suesshop.com.au
https://www.jamessenior.co.uk/
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Bundy Scottish Country Dancers 
 
Bundy Scottish Country Dancers are managing to dance most weeks, but our numbers have dropped due to illness 

and our aging dancers. The advertising campaign earlier this year cost over $400, but we did not get any 
one show any interest. A sad sign of the times.  

 
We are holding our Christmas break up party with a Mad Hatter Theme on                                                                            

Tuesday 10th of December.  Then we will recommence dancing on                                                                  
Tuesday 28th January 2020. 

 
If you are travelling in our area please try to call in and dance with us on a Tuesday,                                                 just 

give me a call first to make sure we are dancing. (07 41606157) 
 
Bundy dancers want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy 2020. 
  
Janet Oliver 

 

                               The booklet “The Second                
                               Canberra Book of Scottish   
                               Country Dances” has just been                     
                               published.  This is a beautifully         
                               produced booklet including 15 

dances selected from the 59 dances 
submitted to the Scottish Country Dance 
Club of Canberra for its Dance Deviser’s 
Competition held in 2018.  It includes two 
of Francis Walduck’s dances, submitted by 
Queensland. 

               
 If you would like a copy – cost $12 including 

postage – please contact Derek Synnott at 
synnottd@yahoo.com or  

               8/10 Ashby Circuit,  
               KAMBAH, ACT 2902 

 
                                   From time to time, people have a     
                 need to borrow items from one another.        
                 Did you know that we can offer that service?   
             
The U3A Redlands dancers (below) recently borrowed 

the sashes and brooches. This added an extra 
flair to their already superb performance. 

 
If anyone is interested in using any of the Branch 

equipment including the Australian National 
Tartan sashes, please use the form on the next 
page. 

 
 

These U3A Redlands dancers 

delighted audiences at the 

Radio 4EB Carnivale on 

10.08.19 

mailto:synnottd@yahoo.com
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LOAN AGREEMENT BETWEEN ROYAL SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY QUEENSLAND 

BRANCH INCORPORATED (Herein known as “The Branch” 

And 

 

…………………...…………………………………………………………………………………………………….                      

Name of Club/Class 

Name of Individual Signing on behalf of Club/Class 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………agrees to care for all 

“Branch” owned equipment including sashes and brooches while in their keeping for the 

duration from……/……./……. to ……/……/…… 

All equipment including sashes and brooches must be returned in good order and condition and 

in a timely manner. 

It is the hirer’s responsibility to return all equipment and/or sashes and brooches to the person 

controlling such loan within the time frame specified. 

All costs relating to repair or replacement of damaged equipment and or sashes and brooches 

will be borne solely by the Individual/Club/Association hiring “Branch equipment and/or Sashes 

and Brooches. 

 

Equipment loaned out……………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………….  ………………………………… 
Signed by the Hirer:      Date Signed 
 
 
…………………………………………………………………………….  ………………………………… 
Signed for and behalf of “The Branch” Committee:  Date Signed 
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After the Opening social 
GOLD night 

New friends Old friends 

Winter 

school 

reflections 

The Ball 

Free afternoon-        

cake, coffee, a walk  

into the city and then a  

tram ride! Just can’t stop the 

 dancing in this girl! 

Early morning  

evacuation 

Compact ensuite in  

each spacious room 
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Winter School Reflections 

  
My experience of winter school was incredible and I will 

never forget all the wonderful people I met, and all the 

experience and tips I learnt. I became a better dancer 

after winter school and it was incredibly beneficial for 

me to improve on my dancing. I love dancing and I 

couldn’t believe it when I heard that I could go. The 

venue was great and the food was good too. It was well 

organised and the teachers were great. I had the 

privilege of having Linda as one of my teachers. They 

were lovely and I learnt so much from them so thank 

you. The classes were fantastic and it was lovely to just 

be able to get up and dance with people the same level 

as you. Everyone was lovely and so approachable and I 

think we can all agree that the socials were one of the 

best parts. The hall was great and it was brilliant to 

have everyone dancing together. The golden social 

night was my favourite. Seeing all the wonderful and 

creative costumes truly brought a smile to my face. 

Lastly, I strongly recommend attending at least one of 

these winter schools because I can say as a first timer it 

will be an extraordinary experience for all and not only 

will the dancing be amazing but the people are super 

friendly too. 

Natalie Taylor, Brisbane  

 

My day started with negotiating a path through the 
landscape work that was still being completed and a 
brisk walk through the cemetery to get to the hall 
where the class was held. That was interesting saw 
some notable graves.  
 
We had two excellent teachers and great musicians. 
Intermediate class was good and I learned things that 
I'm sure I have forgotten already. 
 
This year I went to the ball and even did some dances, 
which is more than the year before.   
 
Lyn Freshwater, Brisbane 

When we arrived in Melbourne we were collected at 
the airport and transported to the University by bus. As 
the bus pulled up we could see people were all milling 
around outside shivering in the cold. After collecting 
our luggage and finding our way to reception we ran 
into Margaret and Mark Warry. They informed us that 
the fire alarm had gone off and that was why everyone 
had been outside. Later in the evening everyone was 
given a stern warning about using kettles or any other 
cooking devices in our rooms as there was a fine should 
this happen again. 
 
 So everyone was very well behaved and we had an 
enjoyable week of dancing, lessons, socials, pre-dinner 
gatherings, the dinner and the ball. That was until the 
last day of the event. In the early hours of the morning 
everyone was rudely awoken by the fire alarm. I was 
having a wakeful night, remembering the ball, the 
piper, the dances and the beautiful town hall. It had 
been a wonderful night full of excitement and it was 
hard to calm my mind for sleep. I didn’t need to be 
woken. Suddenly off goes the siren. Startled I thought, 
“not again!” I grabbed my coat and stepped into some 
shoes, remembered my door key (thank goodness) and 
entered the corridor. I tried to make sure Mary and 
Fran were awake but the fire doors were closed and I 
couldn’t reach their doors. I knocked on Natalie and 
Judith’s door to wake them up and then headed for the 
fire escape. It was really a matter of following everyone 
out onto the street. 
 
There we all stood, shivering in the cold, waiting for the 
all clear. Jan, one of our teachers, had been in the 
shower when the alarm went off. She was dressed in 
pyjama top and pants, bare feet and no key. The poor 
lady was freezing and her feet were wet and dirty. It 
seemed to be hours before we were able to return to 
our rooms. It was probably 3/4 hour but being so cold it 
felt longer. Many people had to be let into their rooms 
as they had forgotten their keys. I never did find out 
who or what set off the alarm. It wasn’t the kitchen 
staff or a Scottish Country Dancer. Anyway at least no 
one was hurt. It certainly was a momentous way to end 
a terrific week of dancing.  
 
Sally Maunder, Brisbane 
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How would you like to travel for two weeks in New Zealand with other Scottish country dancers, 

dancing with local classes and seeing the sights? 

Christine Grobler, a Scottish country dancer and travel agent based in California, USA (but born 

in New Zealand) runs Scottish country dancing tours to New Zealand. 

Christine’s next New Zealand tour, in March 2020, had eight dancers from California, but two 

have just pulled out due to health reasons, and she is keen to find two dancers to fill their space.   

The tour is from 13th to 27th March 2020.  There is a short weekend in Auckland, then fly to 

Nelson and tour the South Island. 

Eight Brisbane dancers will be touring with Christine for her tour this October this year– Heather 

Heron, Isabel Greig, Bryan and Jenny Hacker, Helen and Ossie Draper, Cathy McLeod and Philip 

Bloesch.  We will be touring for two weeks and dancing in six venues. 

If anyone is interested in the two spare places in March please contact:- 

 

Christine Grobler, 

Member RSCDS – Orange County California, 

Toursbychris.com 

E: ChrisGobler@cox.net    Ph:(949) 412-2088 

  

mailto:ChrisGobler@cox.net
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